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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, thank You for 

Your promise to meet all our needs. 
Plant Your peace in the garden of the 
hearts of our Senators, enabling them 
to feel the power of Your presence 
when they need it most. May they find 
opportunities to trust You, even in the 
midst of trouble. Lord, bring them 
through the difficulties of our times, as 
gold tried in the fire. Help them to be 
healing agents as they exemplify for 
the American people civility, gracious-
ness, and oneness. Let Your spirit 
guide them moment by moment, keep-
ing them close to You. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 13, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a 

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Following leader remarks, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of the motion to proceed to H.R. 933, 
the continuing resolution legislation. 
Last night I filed cloture on a motion 
to proceed to this most important leg-
islation. We are now in the midst of an-
other filibuster. If no agreement is 
reached, the cloture vote will be to-
morrow morning. 

THE RYAN BUDGET 

Mr. President, yesterday Americans 
got their first look at this year’s Ryan 
Republican budget. It turns out it 
looks like last year’s Ryan Republican 
budget. I wasn’t the only one who said: 
Gee whiz, not again. 

Here is the headline from Bloomberg 
News: 

Ryan Budget Replays Republican Hits. 

One Washington Post reporter com-
pared the release of the not-so-new and 
certainly not improved Ryan Repub-
lican budget to the movie ‘‘Groundhog 
Day,’’ where Bill Murray relives his 
least favorite holiday over and over 
and over. Remember, this is the third 
Ryan Republican budget. 

This is what the Washington Post 
also wrote: 

The unrepentant reprisal of the same fiscal 
vision that was decisively repudiated last 
fall is bound to attract notice. 

Indeed, this is the same budget plan 
we saw from Congressman RYAN last 

year and the year before that. Even the 
name is the same. If anything, this new 
version is even more extreme than the 
last two Ryan Republican budget pro-
posals—proposals that sought to end 
the Medicare guarantee and raise taxes 
on middle-class families, all the while 
handing out more tax breaks to the 
wealthy. 

The Ryan Republican budget is any-
thing but balanced, and it reflects the 
same backward values Americans re-
jected in November. Instead of asking 
the wealthiest to contribute their fair 
share, the Ryan Republican budget de-
mands that middle-class families pay 
more in taxes. Instead of ending waste-
ful corporate tax loopholes, it basically 
ends Medicare. In fact, the Ryan Re-
publican budget takes special aim at 
health care. It would eliminate free 
preventive health services for 34 mil-
lion Americans. The Ryan Republican 
budget would increase prescription 
drug prices for seniors by $2.5 billion in 
1 year. It would end the coverage guar-
antees for 3.1 million young men and 
women who are on their parents’ 
health plans. The budget would end 
coverage for mammograms, cervical 
cancer screenings, and contraception 
for more than 47 million women and 
allow insurance companies to deny 
care for 17 million children simply be-
cause they were born with a heart de-
fect or some other illness. These dras-
tic cuts will literally cost lives and 
also jobs. 

Instead of a balanced approach that 
protects the American economy, the 
Ryan Republican budget guts edu-
cation, medical research, infrastruc-
ture, and even public safety. The Ryan 
Republican budget would actually jeop-
ardize the economic recovery; it 
wouldn’t help it. And in case you are 
thinking such huge and painful cuts 
can buy an awful lot of deficit reduc-
tion, think again. Instead, Congress-
man RYAN’s cuts will buy more tax 
breaks for the wealthiest among us. 
This budget isn’t a serious attempt to 
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